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NO. 2. 
M, Editor.—\n a former 








number, I endeavored to ex- 
hibit some of the signs of the times, which point towards 





an approximation of the Protestant and Romish Churches. 
Iu this, I purpose to continue the parallelism, and to show 
by analogical deductions, that whatever may be the pre- 
tences, or whatever the terms oo in fashion, in 
speaking of the ‘Mother church,’ still, their amalgamation 
is indicated, .as written ‘with the point of a diamond’ and is 
approathing to ifs consummation with the steady march of 
time. The wheels of revolution rarely retrograde; and 
judging that certain causes will, in similar circumstances 
produce similar effects, | dare to foretell with confidence, 
that the alliance, to which] have already alluded, is near, 
even at the door. 

Among the devices forming the system of clerical leger- 
demain in use among the Catholics, is the assumption of 
This 


device has prevented the veil of mystery from being rent 


miracles, as being wrought in favour of their tenets. 
from top to bottom. No dogma has appeared too absurd 
to stand the test of this ordeal, and no abomination has 
No Protestant of 
much information will doubt this, as applied to the Romish 


been too great to be thus sanctioned. 


Church, and facts will evince that the same device is prac- 
tised, even in this eulightened age, by the Protestant church, 
and for the same object. In Tract No. 155, published by 
tie American Tract Society, two miracles are recorded re- 
lative to conversions ; andsuch is the connexion in which 
they stand, that, the obvious intent of the writer is to hold 
up aclergyman or two, as the media thr’o whose prayers 
these miracles were wrought. 
publications relate a variety of similar transactions, impu- 


ted to supernatural agency. 


Among a variety of this de-jchurch is no salvation. 


copal clergyman for a number of years before tuts singular 


conversion. 


*As soon as he was set down, he found his.arms from a- 
bove his elbows, and his legs from above his knees, cold as 
death. Those about him kept rubbing them with a supply 
of hot cloths, more than an hour, but he gat no heat. 
While this was dog, he was sitting ail the while with his 
fave erect, with his eyes open, and lifted up to the ceiling, 
fell into a trance, in which he saw a dark foul passage, into 
which he must go; and being entered, saw a very high 
wall onthe right hand, on the other side of which was 
heaven, and another on the left hand, on the other side of 
which was hell. He heard, or rather overheard, somewhat 


of a conference, betwixt God the Father and the Lord Jesus 


Christ conceraing him, and for a long time it seemed to go 
hard against him; for God the Father would have him to 
be damned—but the Lord Jesus pleaded for him.—At 
last he evidently saw the Lord Jesus thrust down his hands 
and feet, as it were below the ceiling, while he remarked 
that the nail holes were ragged and bluish, and streamed 
with fresh blood. 
ance ; his arms and legs grew comfortably warm, he rose up 


Instantly he was filled with joyful assur- 


and found himself perfectly well, was filled with joy in the 
Holy Ghost, and cheerfully performed the afternoon ser- 


vice,” 


Besides the blind respect, which assumed miracles obe 
tained for the Romish clergy, they gave theman almost 
unlimited control over the purse-strings of a superstitious 
and priest-ridden people. Let fucts testify whether the 
same effects have, or have not followed similar impositions 
on the understandings of Protestants. That exceptions to 
this rule vecur, is only proof of the general proposition. 
Sects, in Protestant countries, often split as widely as possi- 
ble, for other reasons than a full persuasion of the truth 
of their tenets, and the arcana imperii are as well under- 
stood in the formation of religious fushions, as in any of 
the operations of political policy in states and kingdoms. 
Ilence the reason why certain accelerating measures for the 
grand catastrophe, to which I have alluded, are more tar- 
dily adopted in some sects than in others.—That the same 
gravitating cause is, however, secretly at work in all the 
sects, Which hold to certain essenfza/s, is as evident to the 


Other tracts, and numerous mind of the writer, as the light of the midday sun. 


It is well known that the Papists hold, that out of their 
They maintain, however, that men 


scription, on which my eye is fixed,! will extract from onejare judged in another world, according to their deeds in this ; 


published in the Evangelical Magazine for Noy. 1794,)so do Protestants.—But the moment a heretic is proved to 





printed in London. It is related ef a Mr. Grimshaw, an Epis-|have desersed heaven by their ewn principles, he can only 
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obtain it by joming their church. ‘This is also the pith and) have subscribed,) that the design of Deity, in send his 


marrow of modern Protestant orthordoxy.—In the tract|Son ito the world, was only to benefit a part of mankind 


alrealy noticed is a case in point. Two men are therejand that the non-elect, (as they are pleased to call a part 


— 


represented as about going down to an endless hell for noffof the human family) have no part in the economy of God's 


bcheving in the dogmas of John Calvin, for no other reason|spiritual grace. And if [ tell them, the word of God says 


is even hinted at asthe cause of danger. They are repre-|to the contrary, and adduce lucid evidence in support of 


sented as uncommonly amiabie and moral, and in a state of my assertion, they will fly in the face of the most plam and 


reconciliation with God. But they were out of the]positive declaration that can be made, and reply, No, you 


church and consequently out of the ark of safety. 


It is thus that heresy in opinion is considered as worse 


than vice, and that the only state of salvation is 


a 


do not rightly understand it, for a// does not mean all, the 
whole means only a part, every man means every converted or 


ilrecenerated man, the whole world means the elect world, ete. 


stute of belief in a decree, which is termed by the celebra- {i | eontend it is not reasonable to believe that a God 


ted reformer, a horrible decree! 


of infinite benevolence created a race of beings, part of 


Papists insi-t on the imfallibility of the Pope, and of whom he would render ceaselessly and infinitely wretch- 


course, that he cannot do wrong. Hence the doctrine of 1, they reply, that I have nothing to do with reason in 


; | ; ; 
passive obedience and non-resistance. Protestants do not;matters of religion. But without atte mpting to refute this 


indeed claim that it is impossible for them to do wrong, but |absurd notion, which, in the eyes of the candid and reflect- 


they claim for councils, composed of men confessediy falli-/ing carries its own refutation uponthe very tace of it, | will 


ble as individuals, a certainty of thinking and doing right.|/proceed to consider some of the objections urged against 


On this principle, the Synod of Dort, who sat in judgment|the doctrine of universal happiness. 


on the opinions of James Arminius, condemned Barnevelit. 
who stood in his room, to die ou the seaffold, in conformity 


to the cruel principles and sanguinary conduct of the foun- 


der of their order. (he murderer of Servetus. 


Popish leaders forbid the use of the scriptures to the lai- 
ty, as endangering their salvation. Protestant leaders 
grant the wee of the scriptures, with an interdictment on 
the understanding of them, under the pains and penalties 
of anathemas in this world, and the never ending and in- 
sufferable torments of a lake of quenchiless fire in another 
It is possible that some may perceive a distinction in these 


eases, but the diflerence of principle in the two cases re- 


mains to be pointed out. 


Having noticed the importance of Calvinistic sentiments, 
attached to certain cases, it may be supposed that these are 
the sentiments on which the clergy preach, trom which 
they start, and to which they recur. Nothing is, however, 
farther from the truth.. They remai in creeds and con- 


fessions, and occasionally come in for a share of honor on 


1. “It leads to licentiousness.” } will with pleasure meet 
my limitarian brethren upon this ground, as I firmly be- 
lieve it produces holiness of heart and life, when it is right- 
ly understood; Twill therefore attempt to prove it. In 
pursuing this subject, f will isquire, what is true morali- 
ty? Our Saviour answers the important question. “Lore 
God with al/ thy heart, ati thy neizhior as thyself.” This 
isa law, the existence and obligation of which are co-ex- 
tensive with the being and reason of man; it is one which 
‘jgrows out of the reason and nature of things,—and there- 
tore binds every moral creature in the universe of God,.— 
Reader, which of the two doctrines is most likely to pre 
duce this obedience, and conformity of heart to those sa- 
cred precepts, the partial, or wniversal? ‘The former pre- 
sents toour view a Sovereign, who has ushered into being 
a vast number of intelligences, some of whom he will final- 
ly receive to realms of unalloyed felicity, winle the remain- 
der he will consign to endless and inexpressible misery. 


And for the non-elect, there is no possible way of escape, 


particular occasions, merely as a bar to the salvation ofjas their fate was thus decreed from all eternity! While 


heretics or infidels. 


the latter, the universal, exhibits a glorious Being, whose 


° . ° ‘A . repry ¢ - se , be Ss > wee 2 . or 
When I commenced on this subject, my intention was to|YeTy nature is love, and “whose tender mercies are over 





close iny remarks upon it in the first essay. Finding the all his works,” who has created a numerous family of ra- 
st essay. g 


subject strengthened by examination, [ purposed to extend|toual beings, eapable of loving, serving aud enjoying him 


=? 


it to a second number, and now that a second is written,|{rever aud who has created them for the express purpose 


long enough for one publication, without oceupying all the @! manifesting his own glory in their ultimate and everlast~ 
P ' 


ground which | had contemplated, | shall reserve the con-|!@g happiness. And this Being is not only willing, but abun- 


clusion to a succeeding number, 


Yours in the truth, PETER. 


dantly able to carry his every purpose into effect. Now it 


would seem almost useless to inquire which of these has the 








greatest tendency to produce obedience to the first requi- 








DOCTRINAL. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


Mr. Editor,—In conversation with my limitarian breth- 


sition, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with allithy heart ¢ 
] will now proceed to inquire, which of the two doctrines, 
in the reason and nature of things, is best calculated to pro- 


duce obedience to the second precept of the divine law, 


ren, itis not unireyuently the case, that they round/y as-|thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. For neighbor 
zert, (Which is perfectly cousistent with the creed they!means the whole race of Adam 
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who are not only ma state of alienation from God, but who 
will remain in this state to all future eternity; and after 
!oath shall have finished the living sceve with them here 
en earth, they will be fixed in such a condition of despair 
oud wretchedness, that they will be increasing in rebellion 
and wickedness through endless ages. While the Un- 
versalists, with much grief, witness the unreconciliation of 
jaany of their erring brethren to the Father of mercies, 
and are ready to exclaim in the language of the prophet of 
the most high God, “Oh that my head were waters, and 


mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 








gree of artfulness in one respect, for they are careful that 
their hearers shall not be convinced too soon that it neces- 
sary to be “willing to be damned,” as this would destroy 
the intended efiect ; this is therefore kept out of sight, un- 
til they are inquiring what they must do to be saved ; then, 
if the preacher be confident that their passions are suffi- 
ciently excited, and their minds so far blinded, that they 
will not discover the absurdity of the idea, he gravely in- 
forms them, that in order to be saved, they must “be wil- 
ling,” &c. So much for the consistency of this idea, 

We next inquire, where is its advantage? If the salva- 





night for the slain of the daughter of my people ;” yet they|tion of man depend on his own works, will this “will ng- 


sorrow not as those who have no hope, for hope, even the|ness” cause him to exert himself to obtain it? Will it not 


-weetest hope that can warm the human breast is theirs,jr 


ather render him indifferent asto the event? On the oth- 


as *God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,jer hand, if salvation be of “grace,” and not of works, then 


not imputing their trespasses unto them.” The Almighty|we ask what possible difference can it male as to the event, 


zays, by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah, “I have sworn by} whether man be or be not “willie to be damned :° 


myself, the word has gone out of my mouth in righteous-}] 


> un- 


ess this “willingness” inight reconcile him to his situation, 


ness,and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall|should he chance to be cast off. 


how, every tongue shall swear Surely shall say, in 


Sut this doctrine appears to us, as not only useless, in re- 


the Lord, have i righteousness and strength.” Believ-|gard to the final salvation of man, but as licentious in its 


ing these testimonies, we can encircle the whole family|tendency in this life. If man believe, (as many do,) that 


of man with our affection, as brethren united under one}sin isnot punished in this world, and if he be perfectly 


head, (“Christ, who is the head of every man,”) and re-|“willing to be damned” in that which is to come, what will 


oice in the elorious prospect of that law, which is the tran-jhinder him from sinning? It cannot be the fear of punish- 
J DS I t 9 > } 


seriot of the divine nature, being fulfilled, in its every jot|ment here, for this is not helieved to be inflicted ; it cannot 


an] tittle, by all the children of Adam, in that celestial|/be the fear of punishment hereafter, or in other words, of 


state, where we shall be completely free from all our filthi-]*endless damnation,” for this he is “willing” to endure, and 


ness, ilolatry, envy and all sin. But, on the other hand, it 
‘'s morally impossible that we should ever Jove our neigh- 
hors as ourselves, when we believe them to be the enemies 
of Goland the heirs of eternal perdition. Some other ob- 


fections will be considcred in a future number. 


Z.F. 
—s--— 


FOR TITE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


WILLINGNESS TO BE DAMNED. 

it is held by many, that if any one wish to receive sal- 
vation at the hand of God, he must, first of all, be “willing 
to be damned.” It has been declared from the pulpit that 
this isthe fact; that none, except these who are willing to 
be cast off forever, can be saved. 

When such an idea is advanced, we are naturally led to 
inquire evi bono, and what consistency is discoverable ip 
this doctrine? lu the preaching of the idea or doctrine 
above stated, we are able to discover neither consistency 


nor benefit. It appears to us that it js somewhat inconsis- 


t surely cannot be the love of God, because he is equally 
as willing to blaspheme his name to all eternity, as to sing 
his praises in heaven. This appears from the considera- 
tion, that it is generally held by the believers in “endless 
misery,” that those, who are in torment, will continually 
blaspheme God; if then man be “wiliing to be damned,” 
it follows that he is willing to blaspheme God eternally, 
therefore love to God can have no possible influence on his 
actions. Man then may say, 1 will sin when I choose, and 
if 1 goto heaven, why, it is well, and if I am sent to hell, it 
is just as well,—I am altogether willing. In the one case, 
I can praise God—in the other, I can blaspheme him, and 
both will be equally pleasant. Does not this doctrine ap- 
pear inconsistent, useless and licentious? LUCIUS. 
coven 

ODIN, or F¥oden, the divinity of the ancient Saxons, 
Normans, Scandinavians, and Danes, who were the ances- 
tors of the present British nation and of the Anglo-Ameri- 
eans. They painted him asthe god of terror, the author of 
devastation, the father of carnage ; and they worshipped 
him accordingly. ‘They sacrificed to him, when successful, 





ient for a manto urge his hearers, by all their iove of hap- 


yiness, and by all their dread of misery, to “flee for refuge 
} y Ss 


some of the captives taken in war ; and they believed those 
heroes would stand highest in his favor who had killed 
{most enemies in the ficld; that after death, the brave 


to Christ,” that they may escape the “wrath to come,” and, would be admitted into his palace, and there have the hap- 


in the next breath mform them that it is necessary for each 
to be perfectly “willing to be damned.” Will this wil- 


piness of drinking beer (the favorite liquor of the north- 
ern nations.) out of the skulls of their slaughtered foes. 
The fourth day of our week, or Wednesday, took its name 


lingness “to be damned” be likely to induce men to strive/{rom this heathen deity, called Wodin by the Saxons. 


to obtain salvation? I!s it not extremely inconsistent to 


Russell. 





place in connexion two ideas so opposite az these? How-' Let us consider whether we do not worship the God of 


Be DLL PL a errs, sree remeron per eR ES 4 rae AF ewig 
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ur saneben ; wad whether, thew gh christians in name, wejcharacterize the government of Heaven, 
be not heathens in feeling 





For it micht as 


and conduct. ratioually be contended that the reward of virtue will pre- 


' 
If any person 
gnue-tron whether Wodin be adored in this downtry, let him 


look at “ir 


vent man from loving God, as that the punishment of guilt 


Sabine’s statement, and he will finda God eru-|will render it vaporsible. If God chastize transzressgors to 
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— 
“ Farnestly contend for the faith” 
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REFIGION AND HAPPINESS. 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart. and 

atth thu awhole soul. and with thy whole strength, and with 
thy whole mind ; and thy neighbor as thyself.” 

Long and angry disputations have been held on the law 
of Gol, its sanctions and rewards, and the duty and destiny 
of man; hut although much has been written on these 
great subjects, deep ignorance still clouds the understand 
ing of the majority, requiring that clear and strong deline- 
ations of God’s character and purpose should be made, that 
all may love him, and each the other according to the hea- 
venly injunction. Ifit be right for men to love God. he, in 
requiring the affection of an undivided heart, has made a 
righteous claim, and consequently, should he give up his 
demand onthe human soul, he would virtually acknowl- 
edee his indifference to holiness. or his approval of sin. He 
cannot therefore surrender his claim to supreme love an!) 
homage without admitting its unreasonableness, or his in- 
canacity to enforce it. Neither result can be allowed, for 
either conclusion would deeply 


God. 


eternity, he must either obtain that which justice requires, 


implicate the character of 


If righteousness will sustain his demand through 


or feel that his claim is one, which he can never enforce 
Should the first supposal accord with truth. God will re- 
ceive his richt, for all men will love him with the whole 
soul. and each the other as himself; but should the second 
be the fact, God would never receive his dune, nor wou'd 


men ever hecome a family of brothers. 


It hence appears. 
that nntess the law of God goes into universal oneration, he 
eannot be honored as he deserves; but the scriptures al- 
firm that he will not surrender his glory, and that one jot 
or tittle shall not pass from the law unfulfilled, 


however, that the penalty of the 


It is urged, 
law will be inflected in 
the fiture state, and that it will absolutely prevent com 


r! with its demands. Should this he the case, Go 
Woald he effectaally robbed of his due by means of his ow: 
aor ent, the ela'm and sanction of the law would for 


jal empire. 


to accomplish the desires of his heart. 


evrace God and ruin his moral creation, than a law, 


‘or his first crime. 


honor his law, they must be reclaimed, or the pyrpose of 
be 


glorious by violating or disregard. 


correction cannot be answered. Bit if the law ean 
magnified and rendered g 
ing it, no one, who loves God, and who wishes to see him 
adored, will feel himself under any obligation to comply 
with a single iniunetion of his Viaker. It is never asserted 
that those, wio will suffer the penalty of the law through 
eternity, are released from its solemn demand of obedience, 
but it is contended that their merited punishment wii for- 
ever put it out of their power to comply. This then is 
the harmony of that law, which infinite wisdom, boundless 
the tui- 


filment of which the glory of God and the happiness of 


love and alinighty power have framed, and on 


man are staked. Whocan discover either benevolence or 
understanding in a lawgiver, who inflicts a punishment to 
honor his authority, with the clearest perception that the 
lelinquent will not be reclaimed, but that he will become 
amore obstinate and daring rebel under his chastizing 
rod? is this the economy of Heaven, and does it receive 
vonor both from those who break, aud those who keep its 


aw? 


What will glorify the law of Heaven? Ifany thing but 


obedience, the apostle mistook, when he said, for all have 
It then ap- 


takes away both 


sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 
pears, that eternal punishment. which 
ability and disposition to love God and man, can never 
honor the great Lezislator, magnify his law, or promote the 
happiness of his subjects. Hf neither of these ends can be 
effectuated by its infliction, why should it be imposed on a 
single creature? Paul, certified ofthe benevolence of God's 
plan and the ethieacy of his meansdeclares, that he punish- 
but the 
«cheme of endless ruin is directly opposed to this doctrine. 


es that we might be partakers of his holiness: 
\ll these considerations go to show the inconsistency of 
ndless sin and suffering with God's love of purity and bliss, 
the integrity of his law, and the peace and unity of his mor- 
Should any portion of our race endure an 
“ternity of torment, they would be monuments of God's 
lisinclination or inability to reclaim them, aud constantly 
evidence his preference of vice to virtue, or his incapacity 


But laying all 


these strange and incompatible consequences out of the ac- 


count, can we dream of any thing better calculated to dis- 


the 


commanding part of which enjoins universal love, and the 


unishing part of which forbids it in every creature, and 
orever? If this be perfection, let the kings and counsel- 
ors ofearth copy this legislation as far as their means ex- 
‘nd, and outlaw each offender, and hunt him into the grave 
"From all the attention we have been 


ble to give this subject, this conclusion is unavoidable, 





ever conflict, and weakness, misrule and wretchedness 


God will not counteract his own requirements by com- 
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mandiug every creature to love him, and preventing tnejered. Letittheu be well r membered, that, if seripiure 


exercise of this feeling, and robbing himself of his due, by 


the infliction of eternal agony. 
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reason and history can throw any lizht on the stiject, the 


This being our deep con-lfriends of God should never lament the prevalence of vice, 


viction, we ask those, who entertain an opposite belief, tolshould never pray for the conversion of sinuers, nor make 


chow the inconclusiveness of our reasoning. 

In the last place,ean God appear as glorious in the eyes 
of men and angels. ifhis law be everlastingly broken and 
eursed, as he would, ifit were loved and obeyed by each 
rational being in the universe? If the gloriousness of Gow’: 
character suffer no eclipse from the infraction of a law, 
which requires the whole love of the whole heart, what 
deed would cast a shade over his perfections, or require a 
severe, though a disciplinary punishment? If the endless 
sin and misery of an individual would reflect no disgrace 
on a command, which enjoins love, and confers happiness 
on the obedient, the sin and suffering of every creature 
would not dishonor this requirement; hence, if one eternal 
Dlasphemer neither prostrate the dignity of God’s law, nor 
draw a veil over his character, a universe of ingrates and 
rebels would neither degrade nor disgrace one nor the oth- 
er, but God would appear as glorious in their sight, as 
though they loved and adored him. But should the diso- 
bedience aud ingratitude of one implicate the character of 
God, the degree of ignominy, which he might experience. 
wauld depend on the number of the rebellious and the un- 
thankful. It necessarily follows from this reasoniny, that 
each sinner on earth falls short of glorifying God, or that 
here and hereafter he is honored by being disregarded and 
contemned, and by having his law and authority trampled 
in the dust. This being the fact, no person should love 
God, or keep his commands, lest he might disgrace the 
most perfect of beings. But he should rejoice to hear him 
blasphemed, and loaded with eternal obloquy and reproach, 
as this will give him a foretaste of the coming world, an 
furnish a specimen of God's immortal glory. 

We hence conclude God has not framed a law, which is 


to be forever violated, and that the glory of his character 


an effort to check the indulgence of the most bitter hatred 
against Heaven and earth, for as God is now magnified, and 
will be through eternity by these means, those, who love 
him. should never interfere to darken his character, or limit 
the sphere of his glory. We have carried our reflections 
to this extent, that the legitimate effects of endless rehell- 
ion might be palpably obvous, and that it might be clearly 
seen that the honor of God and the happiness of man are 
inseparably conjoined. For if man can be felicitous with- 
out honoring God, or if God can be honored unless man be 
happy, our reasoning has led us into a great mistake. But 
as the Creator formed man for his pleasure, which is the 
hearty observance of his paternal requirements. he must 
have created him for happiness, as duty and enjoyment are 
iadivisible, Did God intend that any man should hate his 
Creator and his fellows forever, bis purpose and command 
would be in direct opposition, aud the discorJaney of his 
character be terrifically prominent. We shail now leave 
this topic with observing, that ualess God wiil be elorified 
by being hated forever, his law must zo into unlimited and 
joyous operation; but if hatred constitute his glory, he has 
commanded what he neither wished nor expected to real- 
ize, 

1. What is the duty of a man who was created for eter- 
nal rebellion against God ? 

2. What is the duty ofa man, who, God kno, will eter- 
nally rebel against him ? 

3. What isthe duty of the man, who is created lo obey 
God, and who will love and enjoy him forever? 

a. ee 
TMIORAL INVISION. 


“T know the rizht, and I approve it toa, 
Detest the wrong, and yel the wrong pursue.” 


Preachers and writers on moral subjects have found less 





and the happiness of his kingdom are stake | on its univer- 
| 


sal observance. ‘That whoever can delightedly anticipate; 


an eternity of rebellion against the Being he professes to}. 


love, can rejoice to see him disgraced, anc his law, which 
is the result of infinite wisdom and goodness, given to the 


Winnowing winds. And that if disobedience as highly ex- 


race, In order to honer his Creator. These awful conse- 
quences result from the admission, that the jendless viola- 
lation of God’s law will never disgrace him o: it. 

Our position is, that man was formed to keep the eom- 
mands of his God, that happiness is proctirable in no other 
way, that the moral excellence of God's character depends 
on the observance of his law, and that man will glorify his 
Maker by loving and enjoying him forever. Ite reverse 
of these statements can be demonstrated, all tuese horrible 
egnclusions would follow, which have already beap eonsid- 


poo 1. 


diffenlty in convincing the understanding than in melting 
the heart, for althouch a few tears might fall and a strong 
impression be felt at the time of hearingger reading, its in- 
fluence has been short, and unproductive of the exnected 


Many people listen toa song, which describes the 


'jovs of virtue or the misery of cuilt in the most simple and 


ri e perfection of God, and as clearly manifest the right-!, ~ ,- = — ; 
tol the per! suede - aaa > jaffecting manner, till they deeply feel the horror or happi- 


ousness and dignity of his law as dutifulness and love, nol 2 : ; 
eousness and dignity aw asa nocd * ““yness which is portrayed, and go their way, and forget what 


one is under any obligation to revere God, or benefit his| 


manner of persons they are, or should be. Preaching, wri- 
ting and conversation have the same effect on tiyg heart, 
and fail in producing the intended change of ind their 
impressions are effaced by passion, or the rapid occurren- 
ces of an engrossing world. 


~ 


Could persuasion touch the 
soul with such a mighty influence as would energize or 
ovcrawe in solitude or society, strong hones might be en- 
tertained of lasting benefit; but while the moral sense is so 
‘ittle affected, that the person is disposed to fight against his 
conviction of rizht, he will not turn from the error of his 


Though he 





iway iwto the path of virtue aud happiness. 
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‘learly perceives the goodness of your counsel and readily 
confesses the kindness of your motives, yet his conscience ts 
not firmly enzage | on the side of religion, and he goes out 
juto the scenes of business, or vice, and wears his former 
Thus he 


verifies our motto ia his conduct, and frraishes Iumentable 


character, or becomes more hardened in erime. 


proof, that moral suasion is freyuently inefiéctual. Facets 
ofthis kind, which every day's remark presents’ to our 
alarmed vision, should excite us to the most unremitting 
wateli felness over our hearts, and to the most devoted ex- 
ertions in favor ef these, who are yet struggling between 
the solicitations of appetite and the solemn mouitions of 
Gol, We should pray over their broken vows, their 
blighted hepes, their weeping families and the moral deso- 
lation of their hearts, ina manner the most tender and pea- 
ctrating, till their souls shall thrill with horror at the 
dreadfulness of their crimes arainst God, and the feartul- 
ness of Lueir exposure to nar, to impending ruin. We 
should point out with clearness and emphasis those, who 
have passed their days and nights in deep 


cullt, end who have carried the burning furnace of hell in 


ciple to adopt the course of action which they approve, 
their condition is most deplorable, as they are continually 
zeaded by self-condemnation, and yet disinclined, either 
by the feebleness of purpoce, or the strong power of habit 
from choosmg the way that God, reason and conscience de- 
signate. Such persons may fancy time will bring the de- 
sired change, and that as they advance in life, they shal! 
increase in Wisdom and purity ; but each day will urge the 
example of the past, aud they may resolve, and re-resolye, 
and die the same. The importance of commeucing the 
werk of reformation to-day is hence strikingly ol)vious, and 
it should be undertaken with a firmness of purpose, which 
noscorn can weaken, no habits enfeeblle, no dithculties 
overcome. Fora sneering world, a depraved heart and 
numerous unpedinents fo a thorough reformation of life 
will plead for indecision and delay with complete success, 
,f 


faresolution be not formed, which, with the blessing of 


God, will gain strength by opposition, and finally triumph 





co oe 
and witberipz 


overall obstacles. Unless people will come to this deter. 
mination, they have the awful prospect of spending the 


residue of their years ina strugzle between reason and viti- 


tlicir bosoms in the seasons of affected gaiety, but of reallated apetite, and of kuowing they are daily becom.ng more 


torment. To this Way, should God bless our endeavorss 


tion, and lead them from the terribleness of sin to the lizht, 


‘complete vascals of evil habits, and that they are constant- 
we may rouse them from insensibility to their awful situa-jjy sinking deeper in the ruil of per lition. 


If this be the 


'nnavoidable consequence of irresciution, can any one re- 


Fite and joy of relizion, to the smile, love and enjoyment of peat our motto, or reflect oa the sentiment it contains, with- 


God. Should our exertions fail of reclaiming them, we 


) ! 


shall reap the approval of Ileaven, aud experience greater 


Dat every person, who undertakes this glorious wer’, 


shold first know the state of his own soul; lest, misappre- 


intende’ to vive, and the reformation he designed to ef- 


fect,and thereby expose the cause to diszrace, and ind Ice! 
fhe aban loned to say, physician, heal thyself. It should be 
dist nex! membered, that repreving others does not 
swecien our temper, or ren ler our moral WK reeption more 


' . . 
ishiall rejoice our hearts and conform us to Ged. 


| 

jout applying its teaching to his own heart, or asking, shall 
I continue to grow worse and still worse ti] I mingle with 

' 


attachment to holiness, and stronger abomination of sin.ithe dust of the urn,and is the happiest portion of my life 


vone? Lesthabit, reproach and the disinclination of a 


| : ? ; ; 
jleart fond of repose bring us to this melancholy conclusion, 
hending his true conditioa, he should need the counsel he/let us pour out our souls ia prayer to God for assistance in 
! ~ 

‘the great and glorious enterprise of reformation, and con- 


icentrate our every power to accomplish a work, which 
| 


Should 


we net thus resolve, the blackness of darkness will con- 


jstitute the brightness and beauty of our future prospect ; 


clear, uuless we enter on this sacred employment in the} but should we determine. with the blessing of Heaven, to 


right spirit, and persevere with enlightened zeal. For we 
are extremely apt to deceive ourselv s on this point, and 
to fancy our tragggresstons are bleached into spotless vir- 
tiie by the severity we display in reprehending the faults 
an] censuring the bitternesss of those around us. Against 
tis propensity to conceal our hearts from our own inspee- 
tien, by inveighing against the sin of others, we should most 
scrupulously guard, as it is an unsuspected, though a most 
certain road to perdition. For when we are conscious 0! 
our oWh turpitude, and yet are resolved to upbratd others. 
that we may avoid the sting of a guilty heart, it is evident 
we prefer temporary relief, and the semblance of a pur 

character, to radical and unfeigned repentance. In this 
case, we detest the wrong in others which we practise, and 
neither do right, nor encourage the wavering to choose the 
path of truth and holiness. 


When people condemn that which they are constantly 


jtmend our ways, and to cherish a better spirit, our moral 


fand intellectual elevation will constantly increase, and the 


smile of an approving God impart the emblem and earnest 
of the immortal paradise. 


—>—_- 


SADINZG’S GOD. 


Mr. Sabine, in his Lectures against Balfour's [Inquiry 
has the following sentence concerning the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus ; “Here they have Goil’s word, and 
if men would have everlasting life, they must believe it, 
and live in the practice of it, or go to the unseen world, to 
o know that the ‘jealousy’ of an offended God ‘is as crue? 
as the grave ; the coals thereof are coals of fire which hath 
aimost vehement flame,” Tluman imagination, aided, or 
unassisted, can form no conception of a being more crucl 
t wu the grave, as that spares nothing, and yet we are for- 


nally told by a professed lover of God, that he is as ernel 





doing, without possessing sufficient strength of mera! pun, 


as (he grave, although the scriptures repeatedly and with 
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trong emphasis declare, that he is dove, and that his mercy 
endureth forever. Jt may be said that it is only the jeal- 
ousy of an offended God which is as crue as the grave 
Lut as all men, according to Calvinism, are born inte this 
world under the wrath and curse of God, they might as 
reasonably plead with death and the grave to restore their 
buried friends, as supplicate God for a single favor, for he 
is just as much inclined to bless, as the earth is disposed to 
sive up the dead. We have frequently heard of the self- 
in/eted tortures endured hy the worshippers of Jugger- 
yaut and his kindred devils, but inno instance has it been 
intimated or even suspected that these Gods were as erucl 
as the grave; but when the true God, the Father of mer- 
cirs is to be characterized, words are too faint and too few 
to describe his cruelty, as he is infiuite in all his perfeclions. 
‘ must certainly be aglorious undertaking to turn men 
from the worship of idols, thatcan neither see, hear nor 
injure their devotees, to the adoration of an offended God. 
who is as cruel as the grave, as inexorable as death ; and 
-uch a heavenly enterprise demands all the gold, silver, tears. 
prayers, and efforts of a sympathizing universe. 

It is this strange misconception of God's character that 
has darkene 
repelled thousands from a belief in christianity and sent 
heathens to their temples witha firmer persuasion that 
they would be infinite losers, should they abandon the 
vods of their fathers. And shall a christian minister, in 
be allowed to slander his 
if the 


christian public can witness this gross aspersion on the 


this enlightened age and land, 


Creator in this outragcous manner without notice? 


vharacter of a holy and gracious Father and remain silent. 


they are dastardly cowards, or traitors azainst Meaven, as 
they tacitly admit that their only Friend ts a 

‘God partial, chanzeful, passionate, unjust, 

Whose attributes ure ruge, revenge, or list. 


If any personcan read Mr, Sabine’s assertion without 
feeling his ears tingle aud his heart ache, he must think 


there is little choice in gods, and that it is as proper to wor- 
ship the Grand Lama, or Juggernaut, asa being, who a 
as cruel as the grave ! 
—>——— 
QUESTIONS. 

1. If God created all meu for happiness, what will pre- 
vent the completion of his design? as le possesses all wis- 
dom, power and goodness, works all things after the coun- 
sel of his own will and does whatever his soul desires. 

If he created a part for misery, why does he pretend 
to offer them felicity? as the wisdom of [Heaven is without 
partiality or hypocrisy, and as w.th God there is uo respect 
ol ae rsons. \, 

Ifhe created all for heaven, but knows that only 
part will enjoy it, why does he involve his conduct in in- 
consistency, by striving to save those from ruin, whom he 
kueows he can never benefit? 

—p-—— 
WISDOM. 
Her weys ave ways of pleasantness and all her paths are 
peace.— Prov. ua. 17. 

That wisdom which leads young people to seek the 

suewle Ize aud love ot Gad. apd ilow alk nm tho ww: arvrs ni 


d our earth with the leaden clouds of despair, 


practical piety, is the principal thing. ‘The happiness it 
affords should lead them to diligence in seeking it. The 
thoughtless and dissipated discover uo beauty, no loveliness 
in the way of piety; although its ways are ways of pleas- 
autness, and its paths are peace. The practice of piety 
con duces toheaith of body, to peace of mind, to social 
comfort; it adds a loveliness, and gives a charm to all the 
comforts of life; it is attended with safe and comfortable 
hopes of heaven; it soothes the sorrows cf sickness, pain 
and losses; it extracts the sting ef death and banishes the 
dread of the grave; it presents the most just and lovely 
views of the excelleacies of the divine character, the jus- 
Lice of his government, and felicities of his children.— 
Those who walk in this way in the exercise of faith, prayer, 
and watchfulness, are enarmoured of its beauties. ‘They 
can testify that “Religion never was designed to muke our 
pleasures less.’ 
~~ 

A plain and short road to a good destiny.—Re studious, 
and you will be learned—Be industrious und frugal, and 
you will be rich—Be sober and temperate, and you will 
be healthy—be virtuous, and you will be happy. 

Qu 

A rule which nobody should forgct.——Speak as seldom 
and as hittle as may be, either fur yourself, or ef yourself; 
but let your character speak for you. Winatever (het says 
will be believed; but what you say in commendation of 
vour own elaracter, instead of be inz believed, wall but 
render you ridiculous, 
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FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION 
A COURSE CP LICTURES, IN TillR- 


STEN PRET TET 
But WY MBER, 


ON THE FOLLOWING SUSJECTS: 
1. The character of God. 
2. His ofject in the creation of man. 
The strength, wisdom, goodness aud certainty of his 
every purpose. 
A, Original Sin. 
5. Total Depravity. 
6. Vicarious suffering, or imputed guilt and righteous- 
ness, 
. Mlection and Reprob ation. 
S. The unity of God, 
9, The character of Christ. 
10. The object of his mitssion. 
The snecess of his undertaking 
12. The homage of heart and life due to God for the 
love, wisdom and power displayed in creation, provi- 
dence and grace, 
The morality of the gospel, or the religion of chris- 
tians. 
BY RNY. JOIN 

Who is now delivering the above Lectures in the Unt 
vVERsanistT Cucrcu inthis City. ‘The course will prob- 
ably be completed in April or May, aud the Lectures will 
be printed'as soon as possible after delivery. ‘They will 
be printed(on good paper and effurded to 
12 1-2 cents each number. 

The above work will probably contain about 200 pages 
(octavo,) end will be pat to press as soon as a sufficient 
nuinber of subseribers shall be obtamed to warrant the 
undertaking. 

Persons holding subseriptions for the above work, are 
reqnested to forward them to the publisher by the 15th 
of May next. . 

N. B.—Should there be three hundred subscriber; to 
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In the following iiaee the conception of the 1 being and the 


power of the ALMrGiTy. are great and august, and ex- 


pressed in language clegant and sublime. 


infinite and free ; 
‘ine eve the light, thy span immensity! 

“ivself the centre, and ercation’s soul ! 

Whose vast cireumicrence circumscribes the whole; 
Extends oer all its penetrating sway, 

And kindles darkness, or puts out the day. 

From whom cenceal’d no seeret thought can rise, 
Fecape thy notice deceive thine eyes, 

“tnd ere its birth, known ere in embryo warm‘d 
Lv words dep! 1 or in action formd ; 


’ 
eve 
rv 


Coy'reion Goodness ! 


al 
A 
"y 
i 


e, or 


eo] 


Vrae’d from its point thy spirit marks its course, 
Directs its motion, or repels its force, 

"To gain some end, or frustrate some design, 
Alike thry justice, and thy love combine. 


Searcher of hearts! to thee are equal known 
The ai lof millions, as the mind of one. 
Who would not iear, whe would not kiss thy hand : 
Tail at thy word, or rise at thy command? 


a 


—gq@-—— 

ry , y x -¢ ? ? i ss . , y 

To the Invisible Author of Nature. 
Thy hand unseen sustains the poles 
Cn which this vast creation ro!! 
The starry 
Th 
In (honsand shapes and colours rise 
Thy 


WW sine beasts and } 


“. 


pow" r, 





arch proclaims thy 
} 
pencil glows 





inevery flow'r: 


{ 


na'nted wonders to our eyes: 

rds with lab’ring throats 
husa God in thousand notes: 
meanest pin ip nature’s frame 

ks out some letter of thy name, 

‘Vhere sense can reach or faney rove, 

From hill to hill, from field to grove, 

the waves, arormed the sky, 

s not a spot, or deep or high, 


ie 
Vi lye 
al 

Mar 
t 


At ross 
4 In] im 
xy = ‘re the Creator has not trod, 
{ieit the footsteps of a God. 
-——o-—- 
SORRO 
by whom souls 
Sent vot to punish mortals, but to : 
If thouwart mine (and who shall proudly dare 
‘lo tell his Viaker he has had his share ;) 
Still let me feel for what thy pangs are sent, 
And be my guide, aud! not mv punishment. 
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OM saere] sorrow 
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In this c'ty, Capt. Alexander Morgan, aged 53, formerly 
of Greenficld, Mass. 
Mrs. Mary Gannett, wife of John M. 


~ 
‘ 


Crannett, Msq. 


. Mr. Joun C 
NI. Gray 


In New-Haven on the 7th inst 
a pulmonary affection, aged 47. 
Boston, but has been a resid nt of tins state tor upwards of 
twenty years. Thor inate in the operations of 
business, he has been universally esteemed as an upricht 
Man—couscientions in his principles, honest in his dealings, 
and kind and inoidensive le was tor- 
mely one of the editors and proprictors of this paper, the 
mechaniea! branch of which he continued to manage until 
his last illness. Has loss will be deeply regretted by all his 
friew ts, and particularly by two orphans, w 
ofa kind and indulgent father, aud left to the protection of 
the world and the orphau’s trieud.—JL rudd. 
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was a native of 
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The following P have just been received, and are for 


amph els 


sale at thes office: 

Fssaysand Tracts in Theology, by Jared Sparks, No. 9° 
Reasous ofiered by Samuel Eddy, tor his Opinions, to the 
First baptist Church in Providence, from which he was 
cheat tees withdraw for Heterodexy; An Answer to 


the Inquiry,*What is Religion :”; 
ory ef what 
Account of Sav ings Banks ; 
use of Young P 
for each morning in the 
Channing's Sermon at the Ordination the Rey. Jared 
Sparks, to the pastoral care of the Furst Independent 
Ciurch in Baltimore ; Ware’s Sermon at the Ordination 
of the Rev. Wm. Ware, tothe pastoral charge of the First 
Congrezational Church in New-York; he True Messiah 
bxalted, or Jesus Christ really the Son algo Vindieated, 
m three letters toa es as liuister, by David Mil 
lard; An Orthodox Drama, « r Dalozue between Calvin, 
Hopkins, aud Arminius; ‘The Non-personality of the De- 
vil, by Henry Fitz; Fitz’s Reply Crowell’s Strictures 
on the doctrine of Universal Salvation; Mystery of Reve- 
lation untolded, in two ciscourses on Rev. xx. 10,12; The 
Badgve,a \oral Tale for Chudren; The Force of Preju- 

Remarks on Dr. Griffin’s Requis: for 700,000 
Ministers; Sin against the Holy Ghost, by Gee, B. Lish- 

A Discourse, delivered at the United States’ Chapel, 
Springfield, (Vis.)—by David Pickering; A luminous dis- 
course on the * Coming of Christ,” trom 1.6, 10, 
by Rev. J ‘Thompson, recently of the Methodist Per- 
suas‘on; Pope's Essay on Man. 
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